CAREERS THROUGH MATHS: SUPPLY CHAIN ANALYST
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A Supply Chain Analyst is a data-driven professional who optimises the flow of goods, information, and finances from
raw material sourcing to the final customer. In the UK, this role is critical across major sectors such as retail (e.g., Tesco,
John Lewis), manufacturing (e.g., Rolls-Royce, Unilever), and the thriving logistics hubs in regions like the Midlands and
the Golden Triangle for distribution. Their daily work involves analysing complex datasets to identify inefficiencies, re-
duce costs, and improve resilience within the supply chain, a function that has become paramount since the UK's depar-
ture from the EU and subsequent shifts in trade patterns. The work environment is typically a fast-paced office setting
within a central logistics function, a retail head office, or at a manufacturing site.

KEY MATHS APPLICATIONS
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JOB OVERVIEW

Primary Areas:

* Statistics and Forecasting: This is the primary mathematical toolset. Analysts use time-series analysis and
regression models to predict future demand.

* Linear Programming and Optimisation: This area is used for resource allocation and routing. A Supply Chain
Analyst at DHL might use linear programming to determine the most efficient delivery...

 Probability and Risk Analysis: With supply chains becoming more volatile, quantifying risk is essential. Analysts
use probability distributions to model the likelihood of disruptive events.

ESSENTIAL SKILLS & TOOLS

SKILL APPLICATION

Microsoft Excel & Power BI The cornerstone tool for most UK analysts.

SQL (Structured Query Language) Essential for extracting and manipulating large volumes of data

from corporate databases,...
Enterprise Resource Planning (ERP) Systems

Statistical Process Control (SPC)

Proficiency in systems like SAP or Oracle is crucial.

A mathematical method for quality control.

TYPICAL PATHWAY REAL-WORLD IMPACT

A strong foundation in Mathematics at GCSE and A-
Level (or Scottish Highers) is essential. Most entrants
hold an undergraduate degree in a highly numerate
discipline such as Mathematics, Operational Research,
Economics, or Business with a strong analytical
component.

INDUSTRY DEMAND

Supply Chain Analysts play a vital role in the UK
economy by making businesses more competitive,
efficient, and environmentally responsible. Their work
ensures the smooth flow of essential goods, from food
and medicine to automotive parts.

QUICK FACTS

The demand for Supply Chain Analysts in the UK is
robust and growing. According to the Office for National
Statistics (ONS), roles in logistics and operational
research are projected to see significant growth.

* Education: GCSE and A-Level (or Scottish Highers) is
essential

* Growth: The demand for Supply Chain Analysts in the
UK is robust and growing. According to the Office for
National Statistics (ONS), roles in logistics and
operational research are proj...
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